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(S) Radio-frequency power amplifier device. 

(57) A radio-frequency power amplifier device, has 
a radio-frequency power amplifier (2) for an 
input RF signal. Part of the output signal (4) of 
the amplifier (2) is extracted, and the extracted 
voltage is compared with a reference voltage 
(18a), to apply a negative feedback to the gain 
control terminal (3) of the power amplifier (2), 
thereby stabilizing the output power. The out- 
put power value is switched in accordance with 
a power level control signal (10a). A variable 
attenuator (11) or a variable-coupling-coeffi- 
cient coupling means provided in front of the 
detector circuit (6) switches the attenuation or 
the coupling coefficient depending on the 
power level, such that the magnitude of the 
input to the detector circuit (6) is maintained at 
a constant level. The detector circuit (6) theref- 
ore operates at the same operating point re- 
gardless of the switching of the power level, and 
the dynamic range required of the detector 
circuit (6) may be narrow. The temperature 
variation of the output power at the time of low 
power output is small. 
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a radio-frequen- 
cy power amplifier device used in a radio transmitter, 
and in particular to a radio-frequency power amplifier 5 
device in which the output power is automatically con- 
trolled to be constant. 

Fig. 4 is a block diagram showing a prior-art radio- 
frequency power amplifier device for receiving and 
amplifying a radio-frequency input signal 1 (hereafter 10 
referred to as RF input signal). As illustrated, it com- 
prises a radio-frequency power amplifier 2 having a 
gain control terminal 3 for varying the gain of the pow- 
er amplifier 2 and producing an amplified radio-fre- 
quency output signal (hereinafter referred to as RF 15 
output signal) 4, a coupling capacitor 5 for extracting 
part of the RF output signal 4, a detector circuit 6 com- 
prised of diodes and a smoothing circuit for detecting 
the radio-frequency signal and producing a detected 
voltage output 7, a reference voltage setting circuit 8 20 
for outputting a reference voltage 8a corresponding to 
the power level that has been set in accordance with 
a power level switch control signal 10a supplied from 
a controller 10 and used for switching the output pow- 
er, and a comparator/low- pass filter circuit 9 com par- 25 
ing the detected voltage 7 with the reference voltage 
8a and having a low-pass filter (LPF) characteristics. 

In operation, the RF input signal 1 is power-am- 
plified by the power amplifier 2 to become the RF out- 
put signal 4. Part of the RF output signal 4 is input to 30 
the detector circuit 6 via the coupling capacitor 5. The 
detector circuit 6 performs the peak-detection, and 
outputs the detected voltage 7 corresponding to the 
magnitude of the RF output signal 4. The compara- 
tor/LPF circuit 9 compares the detected voltage 7 with 35 
the reference voltage 8a to detect their difference or 
error between them, and passes the error signal 
through the LPF to smooth it, and then outputs it. The 
error signal 9a output from the comparator/LPF circuit 
9 is input to the gain control terminal 3 provided on the 40 
power amplifier 3. 

The path from the coupling capacitor 5 through 
the comparator/LPF circuit 9 to the gain control termi- 
nal 3 forms a negative feedback circuit. When the RF 
output signal 4 becomes larger than the target value, 45 
the detected voltage 7 increases and a negative error 
signal is created to reduce the gain of the power am- 
plifier 2. When the RF output signal 4 becomes small- 
er, a positive error signal is created, and the gain of 
the power amplifier 2 is increased. In this way, the RF 50 
output power is automatically controlledd to be con- 
stant. 

The reference voltage setting circuit 8 has a pow- 
er level switching input terminal for permitting the tar- 
get value to be set from the controller 1 0. By such set- 55 
ting, different set voltages can be output. Accordingly, 
any one of a plurality of output power values (power 
levels), from a low-power output to a high-power out- 


put, that is set by means of the controller 10, can be 
selected. 

Because the prior-art radio-frequency power am- 
plifier device is configured as described above, when 
the output power (power level) is switched, the mag- 
nitude of the signal input to the detector circuit 6 also 
varies. Accordingly, the detector circuit 6 must have 
a wide dynamic range to cope with all the power lev- 
els. As a result, when a low-power output is set, the 
detected voltage 7 is minute, and the temperature va- 
riation of the forward-voltage of the detector diodes 
forming the detector circuit 6 gives a large influence 
on the output power value. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention has been made to elimin- 
ate the problems described above, and its object is to 
provide a radio-frequency power amplifier device ena- 
bling a variable (switching) control from a low power 
to a high power without widening the dynamic range 
of the detector circuit, and reducing the temperature 
variation in the output value at the time of low power 
output. 

The radio-frequency power amplifier device ac- 
cording to the invention is provided with an extracting 
means for maintaining the input to the detector circuit 
at a constant level, and the input level to the detector 
circuit is not varied even if the power level is switched. 

As the input to the detector circuit is maintained 
at a constant level by the function of the extracting 
means, the diodes in the detector circuit perform the 
detection at the same operating point regardless of 
the output power. As opposed to the prior art, wide dy- 
namic ranges are not required, and a sufficient detect- 
ed voltage is obtained even at the time of low- power 
output, so the effect of the temperature characteristics 
of the diode forward voltage on the output is reduced. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing a radio-frequen- 
cy power amplifier device of a first embodiment of the 
invention. 

Fig. 2 is a block diagram showing a radio-frequen- 
cy power amplifier device of another embodiment of 
the invention. 

Fig. 3 is a block diagram showing a radio-frequen- 
cy power amplifier device of a further embodiment of 
the invention. 

Fig. 4 is a block diagram showing a radio-frequen- 
cy power amplifier device in the prior art. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Embodiment 1 

A first embodiment, Embodiment 1, of the inven- 
tion will now be described with reference to Fig. 1 . The 
parts which correspond to those in Fig. 4 are given 
identical reference numerals, and their description will 
be omitted. 

The Embodiment 1 differs from the prior-art de- 
vice in that a variable attenuator 11 is provided be- 
tween the coupling capacitor 5 and the detector circuit 
6 and having its attenuation controlled in accordance 
with the power level switch control signal 1 0a. Another 
variable attenuator 12 is provided between the com- 
parator/LPF circuit 9 and the gain control terminal 3 
and having its attenuation controlled by the power lev- 
el switch control signal 10a. In place of the reference 
voltage setting circuit 8 in Fig. 4, which outputs the ref- 
erence voltage 8a corresponding to the power level 
that has been set in accordance with the power level 
switch control signal 10a, a reference voltage setting 
circuit 1 8 generating a reference voltage 1 8a of a fixed 
value. 

The gain control terminal 3 constitutes the output 
power adjusting means, the capacitor 5 constitutes 
the coupling means, the detector circuit 6 constitutes 
a radio-frequency detecting means, the compara- 
tor/LPF circuit 9 constitutes a comparing and smooth- 
ing means, and the variable attenuator 12 constitutes 
a feedback gain control means. 

In operation, the RF input signal 1 is power-am- 
plified by the power amplifier 2 to become the RF out- 
put signal 4. As in the prior art, part of the RF output 
signal 4 is extracted by means of the coupling capac- 
itor 5, and subjected to the below-described process- 
ing, and a negative feedback is given to the gain con- 
trol terminal 3 thereby to stabilize the output power. 

The signal extracted by the coupling capacitor 5 
is proportional to the RF output signal 4. The signal is 
input to the variable attenuator 1 1 . The attenuation of 
the variable attenuator 11 is so controlled as to be 
large at the time of high power output and to be small 
at the time of low power output, so that the output of 
the variable attenuator 11 is at a constant level (within 
an invariable range) regardless of the output power 
(power level) of the radio-frequency power amplifier 
device. 

The detector circuit 6 detects the output of the va- 
riable attenuator 1 1 and outputs the detected voltage 
7. The magnitude of the input radio frequency signal 
to this detector circuit 6 is at a constant level regard- 
less of the power level by virtue of the variable attenu- 
ator as described above, except for variations due to 
error. Accordingly, the detected voltage 7 is expected 
to be at a constant level regardless of the power level. 
As a result, the reference voltage 1 8a for use in com- 


parison with the detected voltage 7 need not be 
switched according to the target power level. The ref- 
erence voltage 18a and the detected voltage which 
are at a constant level regardless of the power level 

5 are compared and smoothed at the comparator/LPF 
circuit 9, to obtain an error signal 9a. The error signal 
9a is fed back to the gain control terminal 3 through 
the variable attenuator 12 having its attenuation var- 
ied (switched) in accordance with the power level 

10 switch control signal 10a. 

The variable attenuator 12 is operated such that 
the overall gain of the negative feed circuit does not 
vary with the power level. In accordance with the pow- 
er level switch control signal 10a, the attenuation of 

15 the variable attenuator 12 as a feedback gain control 
means is set small at the time of high power output 
when the attenuation of the variable attenuator 11 is 
set large, and is set large at the time of low power out- 
put when the attenuation of the variable attenuator 1 1 

20 is set small. 

In the prior-art example described earlier, the 
magnitude of the input to the detector circuit 6 differs 
depending on the power level, and a problem was en- 
countered in connection with the dynamic range of the 

25 detector circuit 6 wherein at the time of high power in- 
put, the detector diodes in the detector circuit 6 may 
be overloaded, and at the time of low power output a 
sufficient detected voltage 7 is not obtained. In the 
Embodiment 1, the input to the detector circuit 6 is at 

30 a constant level regardless of the power level, and the 
wide dynamic range which was required for the detec- 
tor circuit of the prior art is not necessary. In the prior- 
art example, at the time of lower power output, a suf- 
ficient detected voltage 7 was not obtained, and the 

35 temperature variation of the forward voltage drop of 
the detector diodes superimposed thereon is not neg- 
ligible, and the temperature variation of the output 
power is larger than when the power output is high. In 
contrast, in the Embodiment 1 , at the time of low pow- 

40 er output, the detector circuit 6 is supplied with a sig- 
nal of a sufficient magnitude, so the temperature va- 
riation at the time of the low power output is restrain- 
ed. 

45 Embodiment 2 

Fig. 2 is a block diagram showing a second em- 
bodiment, Embodiment 2, of the invention. The parts 
corresponding to those in Fig. 1 are given identical ref- 

50 erence numerals. 

The Embodiment 2 differs from the Embodiment 
1 in that, in place of the coupling capacitor 5 and the 
variable attenuator 11, a variable coupling circuit 15 
is provided as a means of coupling-coefficient-vari- 

55 able coupling means. It has a coupling coefficient var- 
ied by the power level switch control signal 10a, and 
extracts part of the output power of the power ampli- 
fier 2 and applies it to the detector circuit 6. 
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In the Embodiment 1, part of the output power is 
extracted with a fixed coupling coefficient and attenu- 
ated by means of the variable attenuator 1 1 , so that 
the input to the detector circuit 6 is maintained at a 
constant level against the power level switching. In 
the embodiment 2 of Fig. 2, the variable coupling cir- 
cuit 5A is used so that the coupling coefficient itself is 
varied (switched). That is, the coupling coefficient is 
made small at the time of high power output and is 
made large at the time of low power output, so that the 
input to the detector circuit 6 is maintained at a con- 
stant level regardless of the power level. 

Other parts operates in the same way as in the 
Embodiment 1 and the Embodiment 2 has the same 
effects as the Embodiment 1. 

Embodiment 3 

Fig. 3 is a block diagram showing a further em- 
bodiment, Embodiment 3, of the invention. In the Em- 
bodiments 1 and 2 shown in Fig. 1 and Fig. 2, the va- 
riable attenuator 1 1 or the variable coupling circuit 5A 
are provided such that the signal input to the detector 
circuit 6 is maintained exactly at a constant level, i.e., 
within a range which is invariable against the power 
level switching. When the width of the variation is very 
large, the devices are difficult to configure or are ex- 
pensive. In the embodiment 3 of Fig. 3, the variable 
attenuator 1 1 operates so that the variation in the out- 
put when the power level is switched is restrained or 
reduced compared with the input, but not necessarily 
maintained within an invariable range. In other words, 
the range in which the input to the detector circuit may 
vary but the width of the variation is smaller than in the 
prior art. To cope with the variation in the detected vol- 
tage 7, a reference voltage setting circuit 8 having a 
variable reference voltage 8a is provided, and is 
switched in accordance with the power level switch 
control signal 10a. 

In the Embodiment 3, since the range of operation 
of the detector circuit 6 is narrow compared with the 
prior art example, effects similar to those obtained in 
the Embodiments 1 and 2 are obtained. That is, the 
range required of the detector circuit may be narrower 
than in the prior art (although wider than in the Em- 
bodiments 1 and 2). Moreover, the reduction in the 
signal supplied to the detector circuit 6 at the time of 
low power output is restrained, so the effect of the 
temperature variation is reduced. 

In the Embodiments 1 to 3, the feedback control 
signal is fed back to the gain control terminal 3 provid- 
ed on the power amplifier 2, but some other methods 
may be employed. For instance, an additional variable 
attenuator may be provided in front of the power am- 
plifier 2, and may be controlled to adjust the output 
power. 

In the Embodiments 1 to 3, the variation of the 
gain of the feedback circuit is made by means of the 


variable attenuator 12, but some other methods may 
be employed. For example, the gain of the compara- 
tor/LPF circuit 9 may be switched. 

As has been described, according to the inven- 
5 tion, a variable attenuator or a coupling-coefficient- 
variable coupling means is provided in front of the de- 
tector circuit, and the variation in the input to the de- 
tector circuit is restrained or reduced even when the 
output power value is switched, and the range of op- 
to eration of the detector circuit is limited. As a result, it 
is possible to obtain a device in which the dynamic 
range required of the detector circuit is narrowed, and 
the temperature variation of the output power at the 
time of the low power output is reduced. 

15 

Claims 

1 . A radio-frequency power amplifier device for pro- 
20 ducing an output whose magnitude is switched in 

accordance with a power level switch control sig- 
nal, comprising: 

a radio-frequency power amplifier (2) re- 
ceiving an input and providing a power-amplified 

25 output (4); 

an extracting means (5) for extracting part 
of the output power at the output of the radio-fre- 
quency power amplifier, and outputting a signal 
having a magnitude indicative of the magnitude of 

30 the output of the power amplifier and varied in ac- 

cordance with the power level switch control sig- 
nal; 

a high-frequency detecting means (6) for 
detecting the output of the extracting means; 
35 a comparing and smoothing means (9) for 

comparing the detected voltage of the high- 
frequency detecting means with a predetermined 
reference voltage, and smoothing the difference; 
a feedback gain control means (12) for 
40 controlling the magnitude of the output of the 

comparing and smoothing means; and 

an output power adjusting means for con- 
trolling the output power of the power amplifier in 
accordance with the output of the feedback gain 
45 control means. 

2. The device of claim 1, wherein said extracting 
means comprises: 

a coupling means for extracting part of the 
so output power of the radio-frequency power ampli- 

fier and outputting a signal corresponding to the 
magnitude of the output of the power amplifier; 
and 

a variable attenuator receiving the output 
55 signal from the coupling means, and having its at- 

tenuation varied in accordance with the power 
level switch control signal. 
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3. The device of claim 1, wherein said extracting 
means comprises a coupling-coefficient-variable 
coupling means having a coupling coefficient 
controlled in accordance with the power level 
switch control signal. 5 

4. The device of claim 1, wherein said extracting 
means controls the magnitude of its output signal 
so as to be at a constant level regardless of the 
switching of the power level of the output of the 10 
device. 

5. The device of claim 1, further comprising a means 
for varying the reference voltage in accordance 

with the power level switch control signal. 15 

6. The device of claim 5, wherein said extracting 
means controls the magnitude of its output signal 
such that its variation with the switching of the 
power level of the output of the device is reduced. 20 

7. A radio-frequency power amplifier device sub- 
stantially as herein described with reference to 
any one of Figures 1 , 2 or 3 of the accompanying 
drawings. 25 
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